MItrePlAn PrOJeCt PlAnner

Grow Australian native plants

• An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.
• Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.
• Includes a materials checklist.
PLEASE NOTE:
Before starting this project or buying any materials, it is worth your time to
read all steps thoroughly first to be sure you understand what is required.
Mitre 10 is proudly Australian owned.
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Go native –

Native Garden
Maintenance
Caring for native plants isn’t
that much different to other
garden plants. The term “Low
Maintenance”, often used to
describe native gardens, does
not mean total neglect. Like many
other plants, natives also need
an occasional prune to help them
flower better and to keep them
in shape.
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Don’t forget the fernery. Many
of the plants in this fernery are
native from tropical north, very
hardy and ideal for planting in the
corner of the garden.

Small gardens can be
enhanced with delicate
landscaping using rocks and
ground covers.

This is usually done after
flowering. A good feed is also
necessary to keep the natives
looking healthy and at their
best. Mulch and manures are
preferable to chemical fertilisers
as many natives do not like high
nutrient levels of Phosphorus.
However, if your natives are mixed
in with other plants, just treat
them all the same. Avoid overuse
of any packaged fertilisers used,
however, apply at the rates
recommended on the pack.

The little herbaceous plants
like Brachycome multifida
“Break O’ Day” will stand their
own in any style garden.

As an unusual cut flower it
is hard to beat the Kangaroo
Paw (Anigosanthos flavidus)
and there is such a wide range
of hardy hybrids available now.

Any formal garden can get
a lift with Lophostemon
confertus variegata a small
hardy tree from Queensland.

The brilliant flowers of the
Dogs Tooth Wattle (Acacia
cultriformis) is hard to beat for
that bright yellow garden.

The Red Flowering gum
(Eucalyptus ficifolia) above
does not always flower red.
You can buy grafted plants
that will guarantee colour.

Arbors and pergolas will also
benefit from the bright colours
of our natives. Clematis aristata
is one prolific climber that
produces such a bright display.

Visit mitre10.com.au for more
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Cottage Garden
Cottage gardens are a great way to landscape small gardens
which many native plants suit. Many have perfumed flowers or
foliage, they may be very compact and can stand some of our
most harsh growing conditions. The foliage of many natives are
attractive too and can be trimmed into low hedges for borders
or knot gardens. Collect the perfumed foliage for potpourri and
the flowers for inside. Grasses used as borders or as a rough
natural lawn that requires to be mowed only when it begins to
look shabby at the end of the growing season.
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Large decorative specimen trees often grace the large formal
garden. Shrubs are often trimmed into hedges, and garden
beds are regimented and full of attractive ornamental flowers.
There are natives to suit all these features.
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Plants suitable to trim as hedges for screen and privacy should
have a dense foliage and take to regular pruning. Natives in this
category include many of the Bottle Brushes (Callistemon),
Paper Barks (Melaleuca), Tea Trees (Leptospermum),
and Grevilleas.
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Pests and diseases also affect
natives like other garden plants
and are controlled in the same
way. Refer to MitrePlan #49,
“Controlling common garden
pests” for more information.

You don’t need to have real wildlife
in the garden with the Possum
Banksia (Banksia bauerii) although
birds and small honey possums will
feed on the nectar if they live near.
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fRONT COVER: The stunning
flowers of Grevillea “Ned kelly” is
a great plant for attracting birds.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Indoor or patio.

✓ Palm suitable
for tall indoor
gardens.

✓ When trimmed.

✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

✓ Warm states.

✓

✓
✓ Plant close to
paths, doors
and windows.

✓

✓
✓

Small hedges, attractive pink
flowers, low screen plant.
Small hedges, perfumed flowers.

Column shaped tree for very
formal effect.
Low hedges and borders,
attractive grey foliage similar in
colour to lavender.
Palm-like plants with
slender stems.
Low hedges or scrambling plant,
pink, yellow, reds and green
tubular flowers.
Interesting rainforest plant. An
attractive foliaged plant that
produces edible fruit.
Very open plants with red, pink
and white flowers, mass planting.
Tree for well drained
small gardens.
Large garden tree with strong
lemon scented foliage.
Small garden tree.
Large tree with a most interesting
white bark.
Medium to large tree. Grown
for their shiny foliage and
attractive fruit.
Another rainforest tree with
beautiful foliage.
Bedding plant displays. Many
forms available in packaged
seeds.
Small annuals. Can be used as
massed bedding plant displays.
Bright yellow flowers. Attractive
foliage, small low shrubs.
Palms from the warmer parts of
Australia with dark glossy green
foliage.
Tall and slender with attractive
foliage.
Small attractive tree, masses of
white flowers.

bauera species
(Dog Rose)
boronia megastigma
(brown boronia)
Callitris columellaris
(Coast Cypress)
Calocephalus brownii
(Cushion bush)
Cordyline species
(Cabbage Tree)
Correa species
(Native fuchsia)
Davidsonia pruriens

Epacris species
(Native heath)
Eucalyptus caesia
“Silver Princess”
(Gungannu)
Eucalyptus citriodora
(Lemon scented Gum)
Eucalyptus forrestiana
(forrest Marlock)
Eucalyptus scoparia
(Willow Gum)
Eugenia Species
(Lilly Pilly)
flindersia xanthoxyla
(Australian Teak)
bracteantha bracteata
(Everlasting Daisy)
Rhodanthe species
(Paper Daisy)
hibbertia species
(Guinea flower)
Lepidozamia species
(burrawang)
Linospadix
monostachyus
(Walking Stick Palm)
Melaleuca linariifolia
(Snow in Summer)

✓ Background
planting.
✓

✓
✓

Perfumed foliage, usually pink,
white or purple flowers small to
large shrubs.
Small shrubs for general
garden use.
Small tree with bright yellow
flowers and glossy green leaves.

Prostanthera species.
Native
(Mint bushes)
Thryptomene calycina
Xanthostemon
chrysanthus

✓

✓ When trimmed.

✓ Makes a great
small hedge.

Very attractive hedge plant, bright ✓
pink flowers and dense habit.
Pimelea ferruginea

✓ Tub or fernery.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Ideal for borders
on flower beds.

Low growing tufted plants.
A wide range now available.
Native Grasses

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓

✓

✓

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Tall indoor plant
with arching
branches.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Large patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Patio tub.

✓ Small species
patio tub.

Beautiful red new growth.
Flowers yellow golden.
✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ Patio tub.

Metrosideros
queenslandica

Melaleuca styphelioides Very prickly medium tree with
(Prickly Paper bark)
white flowers.

✓ Great for ferneries. ✓ Indoor plant.

✓

✓

✓

Very small ground covers to large
shrubs with beautiful flowers.

banksia species

✓

✓

✓

Low informal shrub, masses of
delicate pink/white flowers.

✓ Great patio tub.

baeckea ramosissima
(heath Myrtle)

✓

Small tree or large shrub with
beautiful citrus perfume.

backhousia citriodora
(Lemon Ironwood)

✓ As an accent plant. ✓ Patio tub.

Tufted, attractive flowers,
perennial border plant.

Anigozanthos
(kangaroo Paw)

✓

Agonis flexuosa
Small garden tree,
(Weeping honey Myrtle) weeping canopy.

✓ Patio tub.

Indoor/Patio

✓ Very large gardens. ✓ Tubs and pots
while young.

✓

formal
✓

Agathis robusta
Normally quite a large tree but
(Queensland kauri Pine) well suited to large containers and
grown for its foliage effect.

Cottage

Description
Low hedges, bright yellow flowers. ✓

Species
Acacia drummondii
(Drummond’s Wattle)

✓

✓ Foliage.

✓ Foliage and fruit.

✓ Foliage, Potpourri.

✓ Interesting buds and
fruits.

✓ Foliage, Potpourri.

✓ Foliage and short
lived flowers.

✓ Foliage. Short lived
flowers.

✓ Foliage.

✓ Foliage.

✓

✓

✓ Northern
gardens. South/
potted in warm
protected
position.

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ Ferneries.

✓ Ferneries.

✓

✓

✓

✓ Backing for indoor
flower arrangement.

✓ Foliage & flowers as
cut flowers.

✓ Backing for flora
arrangements.

✓ Backing foliage.

✓ Flowers and foliage.

✓

✓ Dried flowers.

✓ Warm ferneries. ✓ Foliage.

✓

✓

✓

✓ Very large
gardens.

✓

✓

✓ Warm northern
gardens.

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ Great over rocks

✓ Protect from
✓ Potpourri.
frost in southern
states.

✓

✓

✓ Short lived as cut
flower.
✓ Interesting foliage
and fruits.

flower Garden

bush Garden
✓
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Grow Australian
native plants

■ Like all gardens, soil
preparation is most important.
Before planting, dig the
ground over well. Where there
is clay, add a little gypsum.
■ Avoid staking native plants
too tightly. Give them room
to move to develop a strong
root system and not become
dependent on the stake.
■ Many of the more difficultto-grow natives can be
planted successfully in small
tubs where it is easier to
control conditions.
■ Protect soil in garden
beds from the hot sun using
the many low ground cover
plants available as a natural
mulch and by planting close
together.
■ If you wish to trim older
plants into hedges, particularly
Grevilleas, prune back a little
at a time over several seasons
to the required size. Pruning
too hard may kill them.
IMPORTANT:
Not all Mitre 10 stores have
a garden centre.

Mitre 10 gratefully
acknowledges the
assistance of:
Mr Robert McMillan, SDh,
Cert Public Parks hort
(Scotland), Dip TT, and
Mr Ronald barrow,
Dip hort Sci, Cert Sprinkler
Design, DTT, MAIh
in the preparation of this
MitrePlan.

IMPORTANT: This project planner has been produced to provide
basic information and our experienced staff are available to answer any
questions you may have. However, this information is provided for use
on the understanding that Mitre 10 is not liable for any loss or damage
which is suffered or incurred (including but not limited to indirect or
consequential loss), for any personal injury or damage to property suffered
or sustained as a result of using the information contained in this MitrePlan
Project Planner. Mitre 10 advises you to call in a qualified tradesperson,
such as an electrician or plumber, where expert services are required,
and to independently assess any safety precautions that will need to be
followed prior to using the information in
this MitrePlan Project Planner.
WARNING: There may be by laws or
regulations of councils or other statutory
bodies that you must comply with when
following this MitrePlan Project Planner.

Your local MITRE 10 Store is:

